
Now, it’s that time of year when we begin 
to see teaser ads for holiday gift ideas and 
the leaves are changing from green to a 
bright palette of variegated colors. Once 
again, it’s time for Adopt-a-Family, to help 
less fortunate families with chronically or 
terminally ill children.

We’d like you to please help these 
children and families in need this holiday 
season by becoming a Leprechaun Adopt-
a-Family Donor, whether donating cash, 
a few items, or adopting an entire family. 
This is such an important lifeline.

Many have adopted families in the past, 
some for quite a few years. There are new 
donors too, thanks to what they’ve heard 
about the program. 

Our donors come from all walks of 
life, they’re families and friends 
who get together to pay it 
forward during the holidays.

It’s hard to put into words 
how great it feels to have 
so many friendships with 
people who have helped 
children who they’ll never 
meet. The joy of giving 
anonymously, that is the real beauty of our 
Adopt-a-Family program.

Our Adopt-a-Family program works with 
select hospital personnel who provide 
donation information on families that need 
a holiday miracle.

Donors deliver bags of fulfilled wishes 
to my house. The truck, in lieu of Santa’s 
sleigh, comes the weekend before 

It’s beginning to 
look a lot like 
Adopt-a-Family...

Christmas (this year that’s the weekend 
of December 14th) so families know that 
they’ll have a Christmas to remember.

If you’d like to help with this year’s 
Adopt-a-Family, please fill out the form 
on the next page and mail it to us or take 
a photo of the completed form with your 
phone and email it as an attachment to the 
email shown on the form.

Jean Dunbar
President

Thanks to you, we know Adopt-a-Family 
will be a great success again and give an 
unexpected happy holiday to the many 
families we serve. Take care and may your 
holidays be blessed in a very special way!

Fall &
Winter

■

2024

7035 COLUMBIA ROAD ■ OLMSTED FALLS, OH 44138-1527 ■ 216-970-0618



❑ “Adopt” a family of the following size:
 ❑ Single or two parents—1-2 children 
 ❑ Single or two parents—3-4 children 
 ❑ Single or two parents—5 or more children 
 ❑ More than one family

❑ Contact Me—about toy donations

❑ Gift Cards—Food, Restaurants, WalMart, 
 Target, iTunes, Movies, Gas, etc.

❑ Make a Donation—toward toys, gifts, food 
 and more, in the amount of $

Be anAngel!
I’d like to celebrate this 
Christmas “Leprechaun Style,” 
by doing the following:

Please check one or more

For additional information about The Leprechaun Foundation and its programs, call (216) 970-0618 or visit: w w w. l e p re c h a u n f o u n d a t i o n . o rg

You can be an angel by giving a 
more joyous Christmas holiday to a 
special child and their family.
Every year generous and caring people like yourself, donate 
food, clothing, presents and money for families of chronically 
and terminally ill children. In most cases, medical expenses 
have placed these families in a dire financial situation. Without 
help, there will be no Christmas meal on the table and no 
presents for the children. You can change all that by becoming 
an Adopt-a-Family angel!

The Leprechaun Foundation supplies first names, genders, 
ages, and gift suggestions for all family members. We’ll see to 
it that your gifts are delivered—anonymously, of course—in 
plenty of time to make this Christmas a holiday which your 
adopted family will never forget.

There are many ways to be an Angel at 
Christmas.
We realize that not everyone is in a position to adopt an 
entire family for Christmas. You can also help by donating 
toys, (or money to purchase toys) and any type of gift card 
for special children who are not part of the Adopt-a-Family 
Program.

We have a particular need for hand-held travel games 
(even used) like Nintendo 2DS, 2DS XL, 3DS XL, Switch, 
Sony PlayStation Vita and any other video games. There are 
times where a hand-held game would bring joy into the life 
of a teenager who has to spend a birthday or other special 
day in the hospital. Sometimes a special treat to help offset 
bad news can be very helpful.

Adopt-a-Family for Christmas!

Name _______________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________

City ___________________________ State _____ Zip __________

Daytime Phone _________________________________________

Evening Phone _________________________________________

Email _______________________________________________

Donation Method: ❏ Visa        ❏ MasterCard        ❏ American Express    

 ❏ Discover        ❏ Check        Check# _______________

 Make Donation Checks Payable to: The Leprechaun Foundation

Card #  ______________________________________________

Amount Paid _____________________ Exp. Date _______________

Mail completed form to:  The Leprechaun Foundation 

 7035 Columbia Road

 Olmsted Falls, OH 44138

Email completed form, as an attachment, to: info@leprechaunfoundation.org
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In August 2021, Sam and his dad, JR, were working on Sam’s 
riding lawn mower in their rural West Virginia driveway, just as 
they had many times before. A neighbor gave Sam the lawn mower 
so he could earn extra money to help support their family of eight. 
Something happened that day that caused the drained gas to 
ignite. It startled Sam and as he got up to move away, he flipped 
the pan of gas on himself. Sam’s dad was also burned trying to 
help Sam.

Sam was life flighted to Akron Children’s Burn unit where he 
spent the next 90 days being treated for 3rd and 4th degree 
burns over more than 70% of his body. Over the following year, 
he made regular trips back to Akron for continued treatments and 
reconstructive surgeries. 

During his time in the hospital, he and his mom would watch 
recorded episodes of Duck Dynasty to pass the time. One of Sam’s 
nurses contacted the Leprechauns to see if we could connect Sam 
with his heroes: the guys from Duck Dynasty.

The Robertson family from Duck Dynasty receives countless 
requests for appearances and in person meetings. After hearing 
Sam’s story, and how The Leprechaun Foundation operates 
anonymously, Willie agreed to meet the family. With help from 
Sam’s mom Stephanie, the planning began. 

They live in a very rural part of West Virginia where Stephanie 
home schools the children. JR is pastor of a local church. Other 
than Akron, Sam and his family had never been outside of West 
Virginia. They wanted to see as many states as possible and were 
beyond excited for the adventure.

Our friends at Baron’s Bus Lines provided a large passenger van 
that Sam’s dad and granddad agreed to drive giving the family their 

A wish granted…
Sam gets an adventure to meet his Duck Dynasty heroes.
By Alycia Cohara

own space and privacy along the way. My husband and 
I acted as their Ambassadors from The Leprechaun Foundation 
while traveling and followed behind in our car taking care of 
arrangements for the meet and greets, tours and various expenses 
like food, lodging and souvenirs.

The adventure began bright and early Tuesday morning, October 
17, 2023, when we left their home heading to our first stop: the 
Grand Ole Opry. This was the first concert any of the kids had 
attended.

The next morning, after taking in a few of Nashville’s sights, we 
were on our way to Memphis for lunch at a restaurant featured on 
Diners, Drive-Ins, and Dives (JR’s favorite show). From there, we 
continued to West Monroe, Louisiana.

Thursday morning was the big day. At Duck Commander, we met 
brother Jase and commander Martin who gave the family a guided 
tour. During the tour, they got to make their own souvenir duck 
calls. Uncle Cy left autographed mugs for each of the children and 
an autographed copy of his book for Sam. 
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We get thanks...
From MetroHealth for the Adopt-a-Family 
donations in 2023

The MetroHealth System • 2500 MetrroHealth Drive • Cleveland, Ohio 44109-1998 • www.metrohealth.org

January 22, 2024

The Leprechaun Foundation

7035 Columbia Rd.

Olmsted Falls, OH 44136

Dear Leprechaun Foundation,

We wanted to send a huge thank you for your continued support and very generous donation of toys, games, activities 

and so much more for children and families at MetroHealth! As you know, being in the hospital can be especially 

challenging for a child and their entire family. It’s donations like yours that provide play and familiarity for families. It’s 

the highlight in the day when a patient gets to visit the playroom or a family gets to play a board game or do a croft 

together in their hospital room. You bring this joy and comfort to families everyday and we couldn’t be more grateful! 

Thank you also for adopting 14 families for the 2023 winter holiday season. We are beyond appreciative for all that you 

do! On behalf of the department of Pediatrics and Child Life and Education, thank you so much!

Sincerely,

Jessica Chupnik, MS, CCLS

Manager, Child Life and Education

The MetroHealth System

After souvenir shopping, it was on 
to Willie’s house where the family met 
both Willie and his black lab Spaz. The 
most memorable moment occurred when 
Willie took his signature headband off his 
head, signed it, and gave it to Sam. After 
all the excitement, we made our way to 
Birmingham, Alabama for the night.  

Friday morning, it was back home to 
West Virginia. Friday was also JR’s birthday 
so there was a little celebration during 
the dinner stop that evening. After four 
days, seven states, about 1800 miles that 
included the mighty Mississippi River, the 
family was back home around 9 pm Friday 
night to an unexpected donation of a 
Honda 4-wheeler for Sam.

The Leprechaun Foundation would like to thank all the individuals and organizations who 
helped make this wish a reality for Sam. We’re sure that the knowledge that you made a 
child’s dream come true is reward enough for all of your extraordinary efforts.
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*Memorial gifts are received on an ongoing basis in remembrance of anniversary dates.

 Dorothy Ahrendt
 Kenneth Alperin
 Santo “Sandy” Amodeo
 Molly Anderson
 Jane Andrews 
 Petronella Appleton
* Mary Armenio
* Kathleen Marie Armstrong
 Jeanette Arnold
 Paul Asadorian
 Don Atton
 Sonny Bain
 Sandor Balazs
 Melvin Bateman
 Joseph A. Bayhurst, Jr.
 Edward Bebenroth 
 Frank J. Becka
 Josephine L. Becka
* Kyle M. Beigie
* Charles Benes
 Maria Benya
 Opal Berila
 Bertram Bernhardy
 Pat Bernhardy 
 Rose Bertocci
 S. Michael Bevis
 Hinda Bilenker
 Mary Bircher
 Tammy Blasko
 Mildred Blauch
 Sam Bloom
 Eugenia Bobkins
* John J. Bohdan
* Julia D. “Aunt Babe” Bohdan
* Michael Bohdan
 Irene Brandt
 Sandy Brass 
* Jim Brendorfer
 Rita Brenner
 Margaret Brunskole
 William Burget
 Alan Burke
 Shane Burke 
 Karen Buryanek
* Louis Busi
 Charles Calovini
* Anne Campbell
* Patrick J. Campbell
 Mary Jane Cannon
 Vincent M. Capello
* Louis Carouse
* Lily Chech
 Constance Cifani
 Audrey Clapp
 Mrs. Harold (Janet) Clark
 Thomas E. Cogan
* Robert S. Cook
* Alfred Corrado
 Christopher Corrado
 George Corrado
 Amelia Corral
 Rob Cowan
* Sara E. Craig
 Mary D’Amicone
* Frank Danek
 Julia E. Dasch
 Rebecca Marie Dasch
 Nelson Davis
 John DeJovine
 Paul Delbo
* Robert Devecki Jr.
 Lucia DiBlasi
 Augistino DiFiore
 Wedo DiFrancesco
* Dominic A. DiFranco
* DiGeronimo Families
 Albert DiMinico
* Angelo Joseph DiSiena

* Eleanor D. DiSiena
 Eugene Doherty
 Samuel W. Doig
 Sebastien Dothey 
 Mary Doyne
 Frank Dragolich
* Ralph M. Dunbar Jr.
 Jerry Edmonds 
 Philip Epstein
 Mary Ann Faitz
 Constance Mary Morgan Falasco
 David G. Faulhaber
 Donald P. Faulhaber 
 Dori Faulhaber
 Edwin “Bud” Faulhaber
 Nancy H. Faulhaber
 Louis Ferfolia
 Marie Ferraro
 Helen Fiorilli
 Mike Fitzgerald 
 Colin J. Flanagan
 Rose Folk
 Angela Fowler
 Margaret Fox 
 George Frank
 Jean Fraunfelder
 Josephine Gatusso
 Ruth Gatusso
 Matilda (Tillie) Gelsimino
 Rose Gilbert
 Homer W. Giles
 Ab Glickman
* Jim Goglin
* Jon Gordon
* Mimi Gordon
 David Greenspan
 Walter Groth
* Grace S. Grove
 Kenneth Haas
 Gregory J. Haase
 Juanita Haley
 James Hanna
 Louise Hanousek
 Clarence Harrington
 Maxine Harris
* Suzie Hedge
 Lillian Heeley
 Bill Heim
 Baby Hipp
* Emil Horvath
* Sarah M. Horvath
 Norm Hradek
 Florence Hromadka
* Sara Hudson 
 Goldie Hull
 Patricia Hull
* Paul Hunt
 Blanche Hunter
 Dr. Harold Hunter
* David Allen Intihar
 Lillian Jablonowski
 Adeline Jackson
 Bill Jacobs
 William L. Jacobs
 Walter Jagniszczak 
 Martha Jenks
 William Jenks 
 Edwin “Bud” Jennings
 Elsie Jennings
 Geraldine Jones
 Muriel Jones
* Michael Joyce
 Doug Kancler
 Barbara Kanyok
 Rose Kapusinski
 Tom Kelsey
 Thomas Kiczek
 Ryan King 

 Edward P. Kirkpatrick
 Teresa Kittelson
* Gregory N. Klepach
 Olga Klepach
 Dovie Knight
 Murnan/Kobman Family
 Betty Konrad
* Hilary Kosicki
 Deborah Kosla
 Frances Kowalski
 Gretel Krajtor
 Edward Kral
 Stella Krey
 Joe Krivijanski 
 Edward Krystosik
 Bruce Kucharski
 Edward Kucharski
 Lottie Kucharski
 Robert Kuhn
 John Kuluris
 Genevieve Kuper
 Gaspare LaBianca
 Drew Lahmers
 Steve Lee
* Harry M. Leitch
* James W. (Bud) Lowery
 Mary Jane Ludwick
* Walter Lukachinsky Jr.
 Virginia Luzar
* Anne B. Lynch
 Robert MacLaren
* Betty Anderson MacLean
 Carol Magdalenz
 E. J. Maksymiak
 Mary Mallchok
 Ron & Rose Mamula
 David Marcello 
 Leonard A. Marcello
 Pauline J. Marek
* Paul Margreta
* Regina Margreta 
 Henry Marquardt
 Ronald Mascillino
 Dane Mathews
 Bradley Mayer
 Joseph James Mayer
 Charlotte Mayeros
* Edward Mayeros
 Helen Mayeros 
* Walter Mayeros
 Patricia McCallister
 Adam McGein 
 Mary Jane McGreevey
 Betty McHale 
 Glenda McLaren
 Rangfrid S. Meeth
 Helen Mele
 Jill Dobrin Menachem
 Dolores Merrick
 Thomas Mewhinney
 Ann Micatrotto
 Daniel Mihovk
 Betty Miller
 Helen Miller
 Hiker Miller
 Donald E. Mills
 Lee Mintz
* Charles Andrew Moore
 John Morris

David Mosher
* Dennis Mozser 
 Stephen Mulloy
* James B. Murphy
 Elsie W. Murray
 Howard W. Murray
* Kenny Murton
* Pearl Murton
 Bob Myers 

 Stephen Nalette
 Marion Naples
 Catherine Needham
 Mae Rose Negrelli
 Isabelle Nelson
 Frank F. Nicholson
 Patricia Ann Oberrath
 Earl Olsen
 Jake O’Malley
* Jean Osborne
 Jan Pagenkopf
 Evelyn Panek
 Edith Pannetti
 Pat Pannetti, Sr.
 Leo Paridon
 Brian Park
 Arthur Pasek
 Josephine S. Paterniti
 Michael Patton
 Henry Peller
 Robert Peska
 Lena Pester
 Renesme Peters
* George K. Pethel
* Evangeline Phillips
* Jan Phillips 
 Geraldine Pisani
* Charles Platt
* Lois Platt 
 Dan Pokorny
 Chris Pontcer
 John Porto Sr.
* Danny Racic
 Ivan & Josephine Racic
* Rory Patrick Reese
 Red Reider
 Ruth Reimer
 Ken Relnker
 Carl K. Rimner Sr.
 Carl K. Rimner Jr.
 Hedwig Rimner
* Elaine J. Ripley
* William A. Ripley
 Mary Robejsek
 Margaret (Peg) Robillard
 Donald A. Robinson
 William J. Roble
 Violet A. Rogel
 Bernice M. Ronay
 Francis Ronay
 Gertrude Rosbasch
 Bob Rose
 Ray Roth
 Robert Roth
* Dr. Edmund Rothschild
* Helene Rothschild
 Howard Rothstein
 Warren Rothstein
* Audrey Russell
* Kurt Russell
* Suzanne Russell
* Willard (Bud) Russell
 Grace Ryan
 Andrew Rypien
 Barry & Mary Ellen Sabol
 Martha Sabol
 Immocolata Sainato
 Charles Salvo 
 James J. Samardge
 Joseph Saus 
 Bert Schaefer
 Walter H. Scheutzow
 Sandra Schobelock
 Beverly Schroedel
 Tia Scigulnsky 
 Nancy Seelig
 Walter Sibits
* James Silbaugh

 Louise Silbaugh
 Frank Simmons
 George Simmons
* George R. “Red” Simmons
* Howard E. Simmons
* Lucy Simmons
 Kathleen Simon
 Madeline Sliva
 Joseph Skala
 Rosemary Skala
 Allan Skiba 
 Bernard Skiba
 Joan Skiba 
 Kenneth Skiba 
 Gertrude Smith
 Laura Smith
 James Sparano, Sr.
* Jean M. Sparano
* Jefry Sparano
 Jerry Sparano
* John W. Sparano, Sr.
* Donald Spencer
 Joan Spilka 
 Gust Geore Spiros 
 Sylvia Starr
 Frank Stella
 Evelyn Sternad
 Mary Jane Stevens
* Maxine Stoller
 Ryan Stoltz
 Marie Stolzman
 Alan Strazzanti
 Gisella Tamaro
 Rosalie A. Taylor
 Gerry Thomas 
 Bert K. Thompson
* Betty J. “Betsy” Tight
* Frederick Tight
 N.C. Tight
 Dorothy Titus
 Catherine Trinetti
 Bobby Tripodi
 Rebecca Truelsch
* Ray Truman
 Janet Turcoliveri
 Dorothea N. Varnes
* Tony Vespoli
 Maria Angela Vitale
 Walter Vitou
 Eric N. Wahter
 Elizabeth Waid
* Ethel Webb
 Al & Cecelia Wehrle 
 Alex Weil
 Mike Weinhardt
 Sidney Weisberg
 Donald A. Werner
 Henry Werner
 Roddy Whelan
 John (Bud) Wilber, Sr.
 Julie Aubrey Wilber
 Marcia A. Williams 
 Kent Scott Williams
 John Wilk
 Stan Wilmoth
 Ann Wismar

Phyllis Wittmer
* Carl Woldin
 Jane Wolf
 Robert J. Wolf
 Eleanor Wolodzko
* Bernard C. “Bud” Wooster
 Rita Wroblesky
 Marilyn Zubal
 Henry Zuchowski

Leprechaun Memorials
A memorial contribution to the Leprechaun Foundation is a wonderful 

way to honor the memory of a friend or family member. Many remember 
loved ones on an annual basis and with gifts donated for special occasions. 

It’s so satisfying to know your gift will help chronically or 
terminally ill children experience the thrill of a dream come true.



Wish List Connection Look for us on

The Leprechaun Foundation is incorporated in the State of Ohio under Charter 553129, and the IRS has 
determined that The Leprechaun Foundation is a nonprofit, tax exempt, 501(C)(3) charitable organization. 
A letter of designation is on file. All donations are tax exempt.

Matching 
Gifts—
Twice As Nice!
Many Leprechaun friends double their gifts 
by sending us the necessary matching gift 
paperwork when they send their donation. 

We send this to your company and 
receive a gift equal to your donation. If 
we’re not on your company’s matching gift 
program list, let us know so we can contact 
the appropriate person—sending the 
required information and paperwork. Or 
show them this newsletter, it may provide 
all the information to answer any questions 
they have about the Foundation.

Thanks for keeping the children on your 
gift list.

Officers
President

Jean Dunbar

Vice President
Anne Followell

Treasurer
Jennifer Pederson

Secretary
Jan Margreta

Corresponding Secretary
Sister Lenette Marcello

Fund Raising
Debbie DiBlasi

Hospital Wish Chairperson
Debbie DiBlasi

Hospital Contacts
Rainbow Babies and Children’s Hospital
MetroHealth Medical Center

Debbie DiBlasi 

Toy Chests
Carla Kuhn

Volunteers
Jean Driggs
Emma DiBlasi Suhaj

I want to help 
make children’s dreams 
come true!
 ❑ Friend ............................. up to $10.00

❑ Patron ............................. $10.00 and over

❑ Sponsor .......................... $100.00 and over

❑ Benefactor ...................... $500.00 and over

❑ Other .............................. $ ______________

❑ I would like to know more about becoming a 
Leprechaun. Please send a volunteer application.

❑ Please be sure to send me an invitation to 
The Leprechaun’s Night at the Races.

❑ I would like to make a contribution to the toy 
chests: Enclosed is my check for the amount of:

$ __________________ .

❑ I would like to help a single mom in a special 
way by enclosing my check for the amount of:

$ __________________ .

❑ I would like to help with:

❑ Food Gift Certificates during the year 
(in off-holiday times)

❑ Night at the Races

❑ Adopt-a-Family

❑ I can help with the following:

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

We also welcome Gifts, Legacies and
Memorials. Call (216) 970-0618 or email
info@leprechaunfoundation.org

Make your checks payable to:

The Leprechaun Foundation
7035 Columbia Road
Olmsted Falls, Ohio 44138

Name _________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City __________________________________________ 

State _______________ Zip _______________________

Phone (__________) _____________________________

Adopt a family—and celebrate this holiday season Leprechaun style!

7035 Columbia Road ■ Olmsted Falls, OH 44138-1527
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